
Sawyer County DMU Harvest Information 

 
Manager’s Note: 

 

The Sawyer County Deer Management Unit is located in the Northern Forest Zone. Approximately 89 percent of 

the unit is considered suitable deer range. The unit consists of 1,244 square miles of land area and is comprised of 

57 percent public land and 43 percent private land. Of private land, 127,755 acres are enrolled in the open 

Managed Forest Law and Forest Crop Law providing public access to deer hunters. This means about 80 percent 

of Sawyer County has deer hunter access. Habitat varies from northern forest interspersed with agricultural areas 

in southwest and west central portions of the unit; oak, pine and hardwoods in the northwest and northern 

portions; some large black spruce swamps interspersed with lowland hardwoods in the east and mixed upland 

conifer-hardwood areas in the north and east. Soil type influences habitat type with soil types ranging from light, 

sandy soils in the west, heavy, silt loams in the south and east and mixed soils in the north and northeast portions 

of the unit. Deer densities are unevenly distributed throughout the unit depending on landownership, quality of 

habitat and land-use. Large areas of state, county and industrial forests in the west, southwest, southeast and east-

central portions maintain intense forest management which promotes young forest growth and high quality deer 

habitat. Relatively less timber harvest occurs in the northeast portion of the unit on the Chequamegon-Nicolet 

National Forest, resulting in lower deer carrying capacities but more wilderness-style hunting opportunities. 

Hunter densities on opening day of the 9-day gun deer season average about 9 hunters per square mile of deer 

range. Buck harvest averages about 2 bucks per square mile of deer range. The current deer herd management 

objective is to increase the population. 

 

Contact Information: 

Wildlife/Elk Biologist: Laine Stowell: 715-634-9658 Ext. 3527 

Conservation Wardens: Tom Heisler 715-266-2032  

                                       Rick Peters 715-634-9658 Ext. 3516  



         **** HARVEST HISTORY By COUNTY, and ZONE ****               03/09/15                    
      
COUNTY => SAWYER       Zone => Northern Forest                                                   
      
YEAR:                  2006   2007   2008   2009   2010   2011   2012   2013   2014              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
TOTAL AREA SQ_MI       1244   1244   1244   1244   1244   1244   1244   1244   1244              
DEER RANGE SQ_MI       1113   1113   1113   1113   1113   1113   1113   1113   1113              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
GUN ANTLERED           2332   2590   1844   1507   1902   1552   1696   1360    953              
GUN ANTLERLESS         3595   3954   3568   1828    943   2027   1725   1635    284              
GUN TOTAL              5933   6551   5423   3353   2852   3607   3435   3011   1241              
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------            
VBOW ANTLERED           617    604    488    571    620    552    575    486    238              
VBOW ANTLERLESS         776    894    671    617    300    554    608    532     16              
VBOW TOTAL             1396   1502   1160   1194    926   1110   1183   1022    256              
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------            
XBOW ANTLERED             0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0    163              
XBOW ANTLERLESS           0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0     11              
XBOW TOTAL                0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0    175              
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------            
TOTAL ANTLERED         2949   3194   2332   2078   2522   2104   2271   1846   1354              
TOTAL ANTLERLESS       4380   4859   4251   2469   1256   2613   2347   2187    318              
TOTAL KILL             7329   8053   6583   4547   3778   4717   4618   4033   1672              
ANTLERLESS:ANTLERED    1.5X   1.5X   1.8X   1.2X   0.5X   1.2X   1.0X   1.2X   0.2X              
V/X BOW % OF TOTAL       19     19     18     26     25     24     26     25     26              
KILL/SQ_MI OF DR RANGE    7      7      6      4      3      4      4      4      2              
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------            
ANTLESS PERMITS AVIL      _      _      _      _      _      _      _      _      0              
ANTLESS PERMITS ISS       _      _      _      _      _      _      _      _      0              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
DATE OF V/X BOW START  16SEP  15SEP  13SEP  12SEP  18SEP  17SEP  15SEP  14SEP  13SEP             
DATE of 9-DAY START    18NOV  17NOV  22NOV  21NOV  20NOV  19NOV  17NOV  23NOV  22NOV             
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------            

 

  



         **** HARVEST HISTORY By COUNTY, ZONE, and LANDTYPE ****     03/09/15                    
      
COUNTY => SAWYER       Zone => Northern Forest       Landtype => Public                          
      
YEAR:                  2006   2007   2008   2009   2010   2011   2012   2013   2014              
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          
TOTAL AREA SQ_MI        693    693    693    693    693    693    693    693    693              
DEER RANGE SQ_MI        666    666    666    666    666    666    666    666    666              
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          
GUN ANTLERED           1282   1406   1028    669    861    672    750    551    334              
GUN ANTLERLESS         1821   1981   1824    754    353    832    763    667     60              
GUN TOTAL              3106   3391   2858   1433   1220   1516   1519   1229    397              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
VBOW ANTLERED           299    272    236    211    252    207    240    181     81              
VBOW ANTLERLESS         302    378    281    217     91    190    207    170      3              
VBOW TOTAL              603    652    517    429    344    398    447    354     86              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
XBOW ANTLERED             0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0     38              
XBOW ANTLERLESS           0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0      2              
XBOW TOTAL                0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0     40              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
TOTAL ANTLERED         1581   1678   1264    880   1113    879    990    732    453              
TOTAL ANTLERLESS       2128   2365   2111    982    451   1035    976    851     70              
TOTAL KILL             3709   4043   3375   1862   1564   1914   1966   1583    523              
ANTLERLESS:ANTLERED    1.3X   1.4X   1.7X   1.1X   0.4X   1.2X   1.0X   1.2X   0.2X              
V/X BOW % OF TOTAL       16     16     15     23     22     21     23     22     24              
KILL/SQ_MI OF DR RANGE    6      6      5      3      2      3      3      2      1              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
ANTLESS PERMITS AVIL      _      _      _     _       _      _      _      _      0              
ANTLESS PERMITS ISS       _      _      _     _       _      _      _      _      0              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
DATE OF V/X BOW START  16SEP  15SEP  13SEP 12SEP   18SEP  17SEP  15SEP  14SEP  13SEP             
DATE of 9-DAY START    18NOV  17NOV  22NOV 21NOV   20NOV  19NOV  17NOV  23NOV  22NOV             
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           

 

 
         **** HARVEST HISTORY By COUNTY, ZONE, and LANDTYPE ****     03/09/15                    
      
COUNTY => SAWYER       Zone => Northern Forest       Landtype => Private                         
      
YEAR:                  2006   2007   2008   2009   2010   2011   2012   2013   2014              
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          
TOTAL AREA SQ_MI        551    551    551    551    551    551    551    551    551              
DEER RANGE SQ_MI        448    448    448    448    448    448    448    448    448              
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------          
GUN ANTLERED           1050   1184    816    838   1041    880    946    809    619              
GUN ANTLERLESS         1774   1973   1744   1074    590   1195    962    968    224              
GUN TOTAL              2827   3160   2565   1920   1632   2091   1916   1782    844              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
VBOW ANTLERED           318    332    252    360    368    345    335    305    157              
VBOW ANTLERLESS         474    516    390    400    209    364    401    362     13              
VBOW TOTAL              793    850    643    765    582    712    736    668    170              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
XBOW ANTLERED             0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0    125              
XBOW ANTLERLESS           0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0      9              
XBOW TOTAL                0      0      0      0      0      0      0      0    135              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
TOTAL ANTLERED         1368   1516   1068   1198   1409   1225   1281   1114    901              
TOTAL ANTLERLESS       2252   2494   2140   1487    805   1578   1371   1336    248              
TOTAL KILL             3620   4010   3208   2685   2214   2803   2652   2450   1149              
ANTLERLESS:ANTLERED    1.6X   1.6X   2.0X   1.2X   0.6X   1.3X   1.1X   1.2X   0.3X              
V/X BOW % OF TOTAL       22     21     20     28     26     25     28     27     27              
KILL/SQ_MI OF DR RANGE    8      9      7      6      5      6      6      5      3              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
ANTLESS PERMITS AVIL      _      _      _     _       _      _      _      _      0              
ANTLESS PERMITS ISS       _      _      _     _       _      _      _      _      0              
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
DATE OF V/X BOW START  16SEP  15SEP  13SEP 12SEP   18SEP  17SEP  15SEP  14SEP  13SEP             
DATE of 9-DAY START    18NOV  17NOV  22NOV 21NOV   20NOV  19NOV  17NOV  23NOV  22NOV             
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------           
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